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WOMEN AIR FORCE SERVICE
PILOTS (WASPs)

(Mr. MAFFEI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MAFFEI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commend the forerunner of
today’s women military pilots, the
Women Airforce Service Pilots, or
WASPs, who served during World War
II1.

More than 1,100 women flew more
than 60 million miles and provided cru-
cial aid to our Nation in a time of war.
From 1943 to 1944, they delivered air-
craft from manufacturers in the United
States to air bases throughout the
country.

Three women from my district—Vir-
ginia Meloney, Ann Elizabeth O’Con-
nor, and Aleta Johnson—are being
awarded the Congressional Gold Medal
today in recognition of their service to
our country as WASPs. Their fearless-
ness led the way for future women
military pilots. It is long overdue that
we recognize these incredible women.
Our country thrives because of the
bravery and dedication of our citizens
like the WASPs.

Ann O’Connor, a Syracuse resident
since 1980, learned last year that this
medal ceremony was going to happen.
Her family told me it meant the world
to her. Her daughter told me she would
have loved to be here today, but Ann
passed away in September of 2009. Her
son and daughter and grandchildren
are here and will attend the ceremony,
and I know she is here today in spirit
and through the eyes of her two lovely
granddaughters.

I congratulate all of the extra-
ordinary WASPs who served our coun-
try. Thank you for your dedication and
service.

———

WAR POWERS RESOLUTION

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, the Con-
stitution makes clear: Only Congress
can declare war. While no one can dis-
pute that we are at war, Congress has
never been asked to make this declara-
tion.

I disagree with the Congressman
from Ohio’s policy position; to leave
Afghanistan at this moment would un-
dermine our national security and im-
peril our troops. However, the War
Powers Resolution is an important
check on unfettered executive author-
ity.

It is worth remembering the period
in our Nation’s history during which
this act of Congress was passed. In 1973,
during the height of the Vietnam War
and following the Gulf of Tonkin, Con-
gress overrode a Presidential veto to
pass this measure into law. It did so be-
cause it was concerned with the ero-
sion of congressional authority to de-
cide when the United States should be-
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come involved in a war. While Vietnam
was a very different war, the frustra-
tion felt by the American public and
Members of Congress at that point in
time is similar to that of today.

In overriding a presidential veto and
passing the War Powers Resolution,
Congress was reclaiming a critical re-
sponsibility the Founding Fathers had
granted to it: that such a declaration
would be a product of robust discourse,
one in which our leaders would identify
the nature of the threat posed by our
enemy, define the objective of the mis-
sion before us, and fully weigh the pru-
dence of sending our troops into harm’s
way.

——————

RECOVERING FROM THE GREAT
RECESSION

(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, this
chart is a quick way to assess the di-
rection things have been going in our
efforts to recover from the Great Re-
cession. While it is not success, it is
definitely progress. It shows the
monthly change in nonfarm payrolls
over the past 2 years.

Point A on this chart is when the
Great Recession and the job losses
began in December of 2007. Back then,
we were assured the fundamentals of
the economy were sound. For over a
year, the economy went straight down-
hill and shed jobs at an increasing rate,
with no change in direction.

The last month that the former
President was in office, President
Bush, we lost over 700,000 jobs. Point C
represents the jobs report from the last
2 months, clearly a dramatic improve-
ment from 1 year ago—in fact, a 96 per-
cent improvement, from over 750,000
jobs lost to 35,000 jobs; again, progress
in the right direction.

In addition to this general trend, I
would like to point out that the tem-
porary help sector continues to im-
prove. More than 40,000 workers have
been added to the temporary help sec-
tor, a clear indication of improvement
in the job market.

We still have a distance to go before
we get every American back to work,
but as this chart clearly shows, we are
slowly and steadily moving in the right
direction. Again, this is progress.

RECOGNIZING THE 60TH AIR MO-
BILITY WING AT TRAVIS AIR
FORCE BASE

(Mr. GARAMENDI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker and
Members, I want to bring to your at-
tention an extraordinary unit in our
military in the Air Force located at
Travis Air Force base in Fairfield,
California. The 60th Air Mobility Wing
does an extraordinary job providing
services to the military as well as hu-
manitarian efforts.
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When the earthquake in Haiti oc-
curred, it was that Wing that brought
immediate assistance, using rapid de-
ployment. They also have hospital
services available that are imme-
diately deployed. And when it comes
time to open a new military base or a
new field anywhere in the world, it’s
the 60th Air Mobility Wing located at
Travis Air Force Base, Fairfield that
provides those immediate services.

So I ask all the Members to recognize
the good service, the good work this
unit does, the extraordinary service
provided by the men and women of the
60th Air Mobility Wing located at
Travis Air Force Base, Fairfield, Cali-
fornia.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———

AUTHORIZING COMPENSATION FOR
FURLOUGHED TRANSPORTATION
DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEES

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4786) to provide authority to com-
pensate Federal employees for the 2-
day period in which authority to make
expenditures from the Highway Trust
Fund lapsed, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4786

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. COMPENSATION AND RATIFICATION
OF AUTHORITY.

(a) COMPENSATION FOR FEDERAL EMPLOY-
EES.—Any Federal employees furloughed as a
result of the lapse in expenditure authority
from the Highway Trust Fund after 11:59
p.m. on February 28, 2010, through March 2,
2010, shall be compensated for the period of
that lapse at their standard rates of com-
pensation, as determined under policies es-
tablished by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation.

(b) RATIFICATION OF ESSENTIAL ACTIONS.—
All actions taken by Federal employees, con-
tractors, and grantees for the purposes of
maintaining the essential level of Govern-
ment operations, services, and activities to
protect life and property and to bring about
orderly termination of Government func-
tions during the lapse in expenditure author-
ity from the Highway Trust Fund after 11:59
p.m. on February 28, 2010, through March 2,
2010, are hereby ratified and approved if oth-
erwise in accord with the provisions of the
Continuing Appropriations Resolution, 2010
(division B of Public Law 111-68).

(c) FUNDING.—Funds used by the Secretary
to compensate employees described in sub-
section (a) shall be derived from funds pre-
viously authorized out of the Highway Trust
Fund and made available or limited to the
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